Abstract
Background-Vascular endothelial growth factor (VEGF) has been shown to play a major role in intraocular neovascularisation in ischaemic retinal diseases. Sub 
Results
The level ofVEGF in the vitreo with a specific antibody usin sensitivity of 0 5 ng/ml. The in tion for this ELISA was 5 9-interassay variation was 4-8-6' The mean level (SE) of VEGI group was 27i78 (2-22) ng/ml (i FTMH group was 16-62 (09) The difference between these 1 significant (p=0O001, Wilcox test).
The levels of VEGF were I with PDR with a mean level ( ng/ml (n= 16). These levels we higher than in FTMH group (I the SFNM group (p=0 028). between all three groups is illu. cally in Figure 1 . The presenc( also confirmed by western Vitreous samples denatured in were separated by SDS-PAGE immunoreactive band correspoi ular weight of 42 kDa was c SFNM and FTMH samples (I but not all the patients, the 1l Western blot analysis using specific VEGF165 antibody of viti (lanes 2-5), FTMH group (lanes 6-9), and 2 ng of human recombinai In this study we demonstrated by ELISA tra-assay varia-and western blot analysis that VEGF is present -75°/0 and the in the vitreous of patients with subfoveal neo-'5% (Table 1) . vascular membranes (SFNM) and the levelŝ in the SFNM are significantly higher compared with eyes n=8) and in the with FTMH, which is a non-ischaemic, nonng/ml (n= 18). neovascular disorder. This finding differs from two groups was the recent study of Aiello et al 4 in which it was con rank sum suggested that vitreous samples from patients with neovascular membrane had no detectable highest in eyes level of VEGF. However, some recent studies )f 37-77 (3 28) do suggest the involvement of VEGF in the ere significantly pathogenesis of subretinal neovascularisation. p=0.0001) and Malecaze et al 5 have been able to demonstrate, The difference using the method of reverse transcription-polyistrated graphi-merase chain reaction, the VEGF is expressed e of VEGF was in samples of neovascular membranes. Imblot analysis. munohistochemical studies have also localised sample buffer VEGF in the retinal pigment epithelial cells on 10% gel. An (RPE) and other cells surrounding the subnding to molec-retinal membrane in postmortem eyes and in letected in the surgically removed membranes.17 18 
